MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BRAHAM CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2017
7:00 P.M.


The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. with the following present: Mayor Patricia Carlson; Council Members Shawn Sullivan, Jeremy Kunshier, and Traci Leaf; and City Administrator Sally Hoy.  Council Member Wayne Seiberlich was absent.

Present in the audience were Liquor Store Manager Jacque Nordby, Isanti County Parks Director Barry Wendorf, Isanti County Commissioner Terry Turnquist,  Jake King, Delwayne Hahn from the Isanti County News, and Police Chief Robert Knowles.

Sullivan moved, and Leaf seconded to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2017 council meeting.  Motion carried 4-0.

*Council Member Wayne Seiberlich arrived.

Leaf moved, and Carlson seconded to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion carried 5-0.

Kunshier moved, and Leaf seconded to approve payment of the March 2017 bills and payrolls.  Motion carried 5-0.

Chief Knowles gave the police report. He reported 859 ICRs, compared to 386 in March 2016.  433 were security checks.

Seiberlich moved, and Leaf seconded to adopt Res. 17D-2 accepting the follow donations:	

JPM2, LLC 	Fire Dept General Donation	$700
	John Browne	Fireworks			$  10

Motion carried 5-0.

	 
BANKING TRANSACTIONS

Leaf moved, and Seiberlich seconded to approve the following banking transactions:

3/1/17 Transferred $8,400 from General Checking to Des. Res. Savings, putting the proceeds from the sale of vehicles in reserves

3/8/17  Transferred $4,048 from Lottery Checking to General Checking for reimbursement of February lottery payouts

3/22/17 Transferred $40,000 from General Checking to Des. Res. Savings.  This money came from the Joint Powers Building Official Account that Milaca administers.  In a recent Jt. Powers meeting, we learned there was $120,000 sitting in a vehicle reserve.  With both cities feeling this was excessive, each city was reimbursed $40,000, leaving $40,000 in the reserve for a vehicle.  Rather than just leaving this in the checking account, we have moved it to reserves for future needs.   

Motion carried 5-0.


ISANTI COUNTY TRAIL & BIKEWAY MASTER PLAN PRESENTATION

Barry Wendorf, Isanti County Parks Director, gave the council an overview and update of the Isanti County Trail & Bikeway Master Plan project.  He said there is one stand-alone trail, which is the Cambridge-Isanti Trail.  He said in addition to that are the trail systems within each of the 3 cities of Braham, Cambridge and Isanti.  A committee called “Bike Isanti County,” made up of Isanti Public Health, Park Department, Allina Medical, Cambridge-Isanti School District, Outdoor Edge (Bike Shop in Cambridge), and the County Highway Department, looked at opportunities within the County for biking, hiking, snowmobile use, and potential ATV use.  He said within the County parks are single tracks for mountain biking, paved trail systems within the cities, the Cambridge-Isanti Trail, and multi-use paths for horseback riding, hiking, and mountain biking, but opportunities were very limited.

Wendorf stated that neighboring counties have regional trails.  He said that the committee, along with being asked by the Isanti County Board, moved forward to do a comprehensive master trail and bikeway plan for the County.  He explained they hired the consulting firm Architectural Resources, Inc. last December, and put together a stakeholders group of Isanti County Public Health, Isanti County Parks Dept, Isanti County Highway Dept, Reps from each city, Cambridge-Isanti School District and Braham School District, and Allina Medical.  

He said a community meeting was held in each city, along with an on-line survey, to gain input on their use of the current trails, and what inhibited the use of trails as well.  He said they received close to 100 responses on the online survey.  He said the committee took the collected data to the stakeholders’ meeting, where maps were drafted of what trails could potentially look like in Isanti County.  He noted they are not specific to any particular use, but that bikeways would be a larger percentage of them.  He said ATV use and horseback riding were also considered.  Wendorf said biking and hiking are the basic uses of County parks. He said they are restricted from motorized use.  

Wendorf presented a map of Isanti County with potentials for loops, based on the survey results, that offer a variety of scenic views, with safety being a major concern.  He showed the council where the local Rice Loop, represented by dash lines on the map, sat west of Braham, with CR 4 being the majority of that loop.  It included CR 24 to the south and CR 3 heading east.  He said CR 4 has a nice 10’ wide paved shoulder, and the average daily traffic total is a little bit on the high side, but noted for experienced riders, it’s a good starting point.  He added there are scenic views around the wildlife management area, and going south on CR 24, the average daily traffic flow drops down significantly, although the shoulder is narrower.  He said this is a shorter loop, being about 5 miles.  He said on the southwest end of the loop is a County park where potentially there could be a trail head, stop for restrooms, or have lunch, then continue back to Braham.  

Wendorf explained that the solid black lines on the map represented the regional trails, noting the difference in those from the regional trails is the funding.  He said if it’s designated as regional, it opens the door for a larger pot of state funding, where developing separated grade trails along any of the local loops would tap into smaller funds.

He said he understood there was a drive to continue the Cambridge-Isanti Trail up to Braham. He said this is basically along the Hwy 65 corridor, which would be the easiest way to do it because they could potentially build within the road right-of-way.  He noted this is a state highway, so MNDOT also has funding for that type of separated grade trail.  He said that even though Hwy 65 has a paved 8-10’ shoulder, it isn’t a safe environment because of the traffic and high speed.  

He explained that the regional trails would potentially connect North Branch to the east and Princeton to the west.  He said if they were able to connect to North Branch to the east, then it could tie in with the Sunrise Prairie Trail, which would increase the chance of funding.  He noted that Princeton to the west doesn’t currently have a regional trail at this point, but there is a proposed Great Northern Trail which would connect the cities of Elk River, Princeton, and Milaca.  He said tying into that would be long-term.  He said the short-term goals would be defining the bikeways; and mid to long-term would be establishing the regional trails.  He noted that for the long-term plan of a regional trail from the southern corner of Isanti County to the City of Braham, the first step would be getting designation as a regional trail, and to do that, an application needs to be made to the Greater Minnesota Parks and Trails Commission.  He said they’ll look at whether the majority of the trail was going to be in road ROW or portions that are scenic, on the shoulder or separated grade, for one use or multi use, and whether it includes motorized vehicles.  To gain a regional status, he said they would want it to be multi-versed. He noted that even though the existing Cambridge-Isanti Trail is a paved, non-motorized trail, (which he was uncertain if it allows horseback riding), there is potential to increase opportunity there.  

Wendorf said heading east and west on the solid line from Cambridge to North Branch, but more feasibly for short term would be connecting Isanti to North Branch, utilizing CR 5 shown as a dash line on the map.  He noted the TH on the map signified Trail Heads.  

He then directed the council to the map of Braham that was drafted from the community meeting, noting where people currently walked or biked, shown by red lines.  He noted that connection to the school was an asset to the plan.  

He noted that the connection from Braham to Frandsen Park or Chisago County Park wasn’t shown on the County map.  

Wendorf said review of the draft plan will be on April 25th at the County Park Board meeting at 7 p.m., noting their meetings are open to the public.  He said there are ten members on the County Park Board made up of 2 representatives from each of the County Commissioner Districts, so any questions or concerns could be directed to those representatives or to Wendorf himself.  He said the County Board will approve the Master Plan on June 7, 2017.  He then asked for any questions.  

Mayor Carlson noted that one of the City’s concerns was that the previous trail system funding put a trail system between Cambridge and Isanti, and Braham got hopscotch on the sidewalks.  She wanted to make sure that with the City’s donation towards this new plan, that Braham wasn’t going to get hopscotch again.  She said it would be nice to know that the trail system will come up to Braham.

Council Member Sullivan noted that there are a lot of runners up in the Braham area, and the highlighted red area on the map going out on CR 4 is the route they run, not because they are fans of it, but because it is the only option around Braham.  He commended Wendorf on the presentation, but noted that the City didn’t want to be donating money and then find that the trail system wasn’t coming up to Braham for some reason.  

Wendorf said the Bike Isanti County project was intended to refrain from putting a financial burden on the cities and townships, and that the $1,000 donation request was initiated by the County Park 
Board.  He said requests were sent out to 13 townships and the 3 cities within Isanti County.  He noted they did receive grant funds through the Initiative Foundation, Allina Medical, and also the State Health Improvement Fund.  He said they received some of the donations they’d requested, but not all.  

He suggested the public in the Braham area be made aware of the CR 24 loop that would allow them to take a longer route, or just to go out and back.  He noted it could be a short-term goal to create some signage or a trail head.

Wendorf noted that the long-term goal could be 10-20 years.  He said the first step is designation.  He said that with the designation application, the County would put in for that being a regional trail, but as a City along that corridor, it would probably be a joint partnership along those lines.  He said the joint partnership may also include townships if application was for a regional trail designation.  He said they can then apply for acquisition funding, ROW easement for privately-owned land, and development that would include signage, restrooms, trail grades and surface.  

Wendorf noted that moving forward, Braham won’t be left out, but it was not a short process.  He noted that when the draft plan was ready, it would be good for council to review it.  He also offered to come back if the council wanted.  


REQUEST FOR FUNDING – ISANTI COUNTY TRAIL & BIKEWAY MASTER PLAN

The council reviewed a request from the Isanti County Parks Department for funding of a comprehensive trail and bikeway master plan that will provide a clear guide to trail and bikeway policies, development, funding options and implementation.  The cost to contract for the master plan development was noted at $35,000, and the Parks Department was requesting Braham to participate with $1,000 to assist with the planning efforts.  The council had held this request over from the March meeting until it could learn more about the master plan and its benefit to Braham.  

County Commissioner Terry Turnquist was present, and noted that the donation request did not come from the Isanti County, but from the County Park Board.  He told the council that Braham will be part of that master plan.  He noted that the 2 members from his District 2 are Cliff Edblad and Carol Urness, if anyone had questions or comments.  He commended Wendorf for the great job he does as Parks Director, noting that District 2 has 3 parks in it.       

Discussion followed.  Sullivan moved, and Leaf seconded to approve a payment of $500 now, and that the council would consider the remaining $500 after Wendorf comes back with the draft Master Plan.  Motion carried 5-0.


REQUEST FOR FUNDING – KANABEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The council took no action on this item, due to State Statutes not allowing donation of City funds to a historical society to spend at their own discretion.
 



GAMBLING PERMIT APPLICATION – BRAHAM WARRIORS WRESTLING CLUB

The council reviewed the gambling permit application from the Braham Warriors Wrestling Club to conduct Bingo as a fundraiser at the Braham Event Center on Saturday, May 13, 2017.  Administrator Hoy noted that due to the short timeline before the event, and the State office being backlogged on issuing gambling permits, the City had signed off on the permit, so the council would need to ratify approval.  Sullivan moved, and Kunshier seconded to ratify approval of the permit application as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.


RESIGNATION OF P.T. LIQUOR STORE CLERK PHIL VIRKUS

Seiberlich moved, and Kunshier seconded to accept the resignation of Phil Virkus as part-time liquor store clerk.  Motion carried 5-0.


CONTRACT WITH LAKES & PINES FOR ADMINISTRATION 
OF REVOLVING GRANT FUNDS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Administrator Hoy reported that money had come back to the City from the turnover of a housing rehab property.  She said that because the original rehab grant had ended, which had been administered by Lake & Pines, the City should have a new contract with Lakes & Pines to administer the revolving grant funds.  Seiberlich moved, and Leaf seconded to approve the contract with Lakes & Pines to administer the revolving grant funds.  Motion carried 5-0.


GAMBLING PERMIT APPLICATION – BRAHAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Sullivan moved, and Kunshier seconded to approve the gambling permit application from the Braham Area Chamber of Commerce to hold Bingo and a raffle at the Braham Fire Hall in combination with Appreciation Day on June 3, 2017.  Motion carried 5-0.


2017 CLEAN UP DAYS CHARGES

The council reviewed the 2017 Clean up Days charges.  Administrator Hoy noted the only increase was a $3 increase for mattresses.  Sullivan moved, and Seiberlich seconded to approve the 2017 Clean-up Days charges as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.
 

RES. 17D-3 ACCEPTING DONATION OF THE OLD ERCOA PROPERTY

Administrator Hoy reported that as part of the closing on the old ERCOA property, the City needs to accept the donation by resolution.  Kunshier moved, and Leaf seconded to adopt Res. 17D-3 accepting the donation of the old Ercoa property.  Motion carried 5-0.



DONATION AGREEMENT WITH CAMBRIDGE STATE BANK FOR OLD ERCOA PROPERTY

The council reviewed the Donation Agreement drafted by the City Attorney’s Office, for the City to accept the Old ERCOA property from Cambridge State Bank.  Seiberlich moved, and Sullivan seconded to approve the Donation Agreement with Cambridge State Bank.  Motion carried 5-0.
 

PAY EQUITY COMPLIANCE REPORT

The council reviewed a letter from the State confirming the City passed compliance with the Local Government Pay Equity Act.  No council action was required on this item. 


TEMPORARY 3.2 LICENSE FOR BEER GARDEN – BRAHAM FIRE RELIEF ASSN

Seiberlich moved, and Leaf seconded to approve a Temporary 3.2 Beer license for the Braham Fire Relief Assn to hold its beer garden in combination with Appreciation Day on June 3, 2017, contingent upon receipt of their application, and meeting and maintaining all licensing requirements.  Motion carried 5-0.


PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT

This item was held over. 


CALL FOR SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

Administrator Hoy reported that the Braham EDA would be meeting on April 6 to discuss running broadband to the Industrial Park.  Carlson moved, and Leaf seconded to call a special meeting for Friday, April 14, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. to consider the recommendation from the Braham EDA.  Motion carried 5-0.


Seiberlich moved, and Leaf seconded to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0.  


Respectfully Submitted,


Sally A. Hoy
Clerk/Administrator 
