
 

 

Minutes 
Braham City Council 

Thursday, August 13, 2020 
6:30 P.M. Public Hearing 

7:00 P.M. 
 

 
Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Members present:  Mayor Carlson, Shawn 
Sullivan, Vicki Ethen, and Jeremy Kunshier, and Robert Knowles. 
 
Staff present:  Administrator Angela Grafstrom, Police Chief Eric Baumgart, and Utility Superintendent 
Dan Eklund, City Engineer Les Mateffy of Moore Engineering, Water/Wastewater Specialist Victor Fanth,  
 
Others Present: Stanchfield Township Sup Jim Lee, Trevor and Stephanie White, Dode Brabec, Dennis 

Miron, Jean White, Jade and Sherry Simons, Loren Davis of Diversified Bronze and Planning Commission 

Chair, Terry Turnquist and Emma Sullivan. 

 

Mayor Carlson opened the public hearing for Ordinance #291 Annexation of Island 

 

Homeowners from 4 of the 5 properties to be annexed came in to express their opposition to the annexation. 

Trevor White read a statement and Dode Brabec, Jean White and the Simons’ added comments about their 

concerns.    Terry Turnquist, who was the Mayor when High Point was developed, explained the properties 

did not want to pay for water hook up at the time and that is why they were not annexed at the time.  Les 

Mattefy clarified how special assessments work and that the city could run lines from the Horseshoe 

development, but the homeowners would be assessed the costs.  Trevor White asked the council why they 

are doing this now.  Councilor Sullivan stated these were all valid points, they are surrounded by the city 

and the city is looking toward their future. This is the first step. 

 

The council thanked everyone for their input. 

 

Councilor Kunshier motioned to close the Public Hearing and Open the regular meeting.  Motion 
seconded by Councilor Sullivan and carried unanimously. Public hearing closed at 6:52 pm.   
 
Mayor Carlson opened the regular meeting of the Braham City Council at 7:00 pm. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to approve the regular council minutes of 7/7/20, the special meeting 
minutes of 7/14/20 and special meeting minutes of 7/23/20 with a correction to the special meeting 
headings, changing it from “regular” to “special”.  Motion seconded by Councilor Ethan and carried 
unanimously.  
 
Accepting the Agenda 
 
Councilor Ethan motioned to accept the agenda with the removal of New Business Item F: Isanti 
County CARES Election Money Agreement and Addition of F: Personnel Committee 
Recommendations.  Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and carried unanimously.  
 
Approval of Bills and Payroll 
 
Council reviewed the checkbook balance through May of 2020 which shows a cash balance of 
$1,072,642.33. 
 
 



 

 

Council reviewed the bills totaling $234,719.87 which includes check # 41231 to 41322, electronic 
transfers 32143e to 32149e, and payroll transfers #501812e to 501835e totaling $48,598.74. 
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to approve the bills and Payroll as presented.  Motion seconded by 
Councilor Kunshier and carried unanimously.  
 
Engineering Report 
 
Water Plant Filter Media:   
 
Mattefy, Eklund, Grafstrom, Mayor Carlson and Fanth have a meeting with PeopleService next week to 
discuss this further.  
 
Culvert West Central Drive: 
 
A preconstruction meeting is scheduled with Jensen, the Contractor, for next week (week of August 17), 
starting one and a half weeks later.  We have to follow the rules on projects.  Jensen will have 
approximately 15 days to complete. 
 
2nd Street Project Review: 
 
Mattefy provided council with three drawings of the potential sidewalk layout as we must widen them to 
meet ADA requirements.  The first drawing showed straight sidewalks, the second had a bump out on the 
corner of 2nd and 107, the 3rd had a bump out at the alley and 107.  The bump outs are designed to help 
slow traffic and is a plus as it protects the parked cars.  Eklund was concerned about snow plowing and 
stated it will be tougher to get it cleaned up. Councilor Kunshier was also concerned about snow plowing. 
Ethan stated Cambridge has them.  People complained at first and drove over them, but once they were 
used to it, they liked them.  Planning Commissioner Davis stated they were nice in the summer, but not 
cleaned out in the winter. 
 
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to proceed with Drawing 1, the straight sidewalk drawing on the 2nd 
Street Project.  Motion seconded by Councilor Ethan and carried unanimously. 
 
Police Report 
 
Chief Baumgart reported Jill Verke will be returning to full duty on August 17.  She has her driver’s license 
back and a release from her doctor.  He reported they completed the NIBRS with 0 errors.  He was 
surprised by the statistics as NIBRS showed 13 incidents of serious crime.  These are the crimes Kevin 
Shahl works on.  Baumgart also noted they have 27 cases with the County Attorney’s Office.  The body 
cams were internally audited by Lance Olson and there are no problems. 
 
Fire Department 
 
Fire relief is asking for a raise in the retirement amount from the current rate of $2600 to $3000.  The 
Relief association plans to join the PERA plan but need to get their rate established before transitioning.  
This dollar amount puts them in a good position and reduces the city’s risk.  
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to adopt Resolution 20-28 to raise the fire relief retirement amount to 
$3000.00.  Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and carried unanimously.  
 
Utility Report 
 
Replace Dump Body and Sander on 1 Ton: 
 



 

 

Eklund is requesting approval to replace the dump body and sander on the 1 ton.  He got a quote off the 
state bid from Crysteel for $13,271.67. 
 
Councilor Kunshier motioned to approve the purchase of a dump body and sander for the one ton 
from Crysteel for $13271.67.  Motion seconded by Councilor Ethan and carried unanimously.  
 
Wastewater Sludge Hauling: 
 
Fanth wants to get our wastewater facility running more efficiently.  Our digester tanks are not being properly 

cleaned out and we currently have about 18 inches of debris, including a giant rag ball in the bottom of our 

largest tank.  Fanth and Giltner got in the tank and cleaned out the rag ball, but the 18” of sludge still needs 

to be removed. Because of this, our facility is operating at a reduced function, only about 50%.  All 3 of the 

tanks are like this, but Fanth would like to get the largest one cleaned at this time.  Fanth is concerned 

about the city’s pretreatment as well and if we could fix it in the future, that would prevent a lot of this.   Once 

they are cleaned, Fanth plans to keep them properly maintained going forward.  Fanth got 2 bids, one from 

Nelson Sanitation for $6300 and one from Hassle Free Septic for $6400.  Fanth requested council approve 

the Nelson Sanitation bid for $6300 so he can get the tank cleaned and functioning. 

 
Councilor Kunshier motioned to approve the estimate from Nelson Sanitation for $6300 to remove 
and haul sludge.  Motion seconded by Councilor Ethan and carried unanimously.  
 
Water Treatment Portable Testing: 
 
Fanth thinks the city needs to test the water supply more frequently.  Currently the city’s water is not tested 

daily, and it should be.  It is also not tested with equipment that rules out human error.  He would like to 

purchase a portable Colorimeter from Hach to test our water and eliminate human error.  The cost is 

$5435.70.  He only got the one bid because he went right to the distributor and all testing meters are similar 

in price.  

 
Councilor Ethan motioned to approve the purchase of the Colorimeter from Hach for $5435.70. 
Motion seconded by Councilor Sullivan and carried unanimously.  
 
Liquor Store 
 
Jason Wida has been out since his surgery last winter and never provided the city with a doctor’s note.  
Grafstrom had Nordby reach out to him as Nordby had him still listed as an employee.  Wida has decided 
to resign.  Council needs to approve. 
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to accept the resignation of Jason Wida effective immediately.  
Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and carried unanimously.  
 
Old Business 
 
Ordinance 291: Annexation of the Island: 
 
Public hearing was held prior to the council meeting. Councilor Kunshier said is opposed to the 
annexation because none of the residents want it.  Councilor Sullivan stated he had visited with Randy 
Plageman, who was not at the meeting, and he is okay with the annexation. Turnquist recapped the 
history of the High Point Development and added in retrospect they probably should have brought the 
properties in at the time, but also did not like to force people.  Now the line is a forced main since the 
developer paid for it and a gravity fed would require a lift station.  Mateffy addressed this in the public 
hearing, stating we could supply from the Horseshoe Development, probably for around $300,000 which 
would be assessed to the property owners.  Councilor Sullivan stated again the council needs to look at 
the big picture and plan for the future of Braham. 
 



 

 

Councilor Kunshier motioned not to adopt Ordinance 291 annexing 5 unicorporated properties 
surrounded by land within the municipal limits of the City of Braham.  Motion seconded by Mayor 
Carlson.  Ethan, Sullivan and Knowles all voted against; motion failed.  
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to adopt Ordinance 291 annexing 5 unicorporated properties 
surrounded by land within the municipal limits of the City of Braham.  Motion seconded by Councilor 
Knowles and carried with 3 voting in favor:  Ethen, Knowles, Sullivan, and 2 opposed: Carlson and 
Kunshier.  
 
Grafstrom Raise 
 
At council request the personnel met with Grafstrom and conducted a review.  The review was favorable, 
and the committee is recommending Grafstrom for a raise from 36.40 to 37.52 effective July 1, 2020.   
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to approve a raise from $36.40 an hour to $37.52 an hour, for Angela 
Grafstrom effective July 1, 2020.  Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and carried unanimously.  
 
 
New Business 
 
Fireworks Donation: 
 
Councilor Ethan motioned to adopt Resolution 20-25 accepting donation for fireworks in the 
amount of $800.00.  Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and carried unanimously.  
 
Data Practices Policy: 
 
Councilor Knowles motioned to adopt Resolution 20-26 Data Practices Policy.  Motion seconded by 
Councilor Kunshier and carried unanimously.  
 
Coronavirus Relief Funds: 
 
Grafstrom met with the county and other cities to discuss how to spend the funds as the instructions were 
vague.  She has also verified potential expenditures with the auditor.  The city received $135914.00 which 
can only be used for COVID-19 related expenses.  The city is looking at touchless bathrooms (sink, toilet, 
towel and soap dispensers) for all facilities, touchless doors for city hall and the liquor store, touchless 
temperature stations, upgraded work-from-home computers, a speaker system for the hallway at city hall, 
plus we can apply the funds to the expenses we have incurred since March 1:  sanitizer, masks, cleaning 
supplies, plexiglass, etc.  The entire amount must be spent by December 31, 2020.  This resolution is the 
same one adopted by Isanti.  
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to adopt Resolution 20-27 Expenditure Policy for Coronavirus Relief 
Funds.  Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and carried unanimously.  
 
Peter and Paul Temporary Gambling Permit: 
 
Councilor Ethan motioned to approve a temporary gambling permit to conduct a raffle ending 
October 18, 2020.  Motion seconded by Councilor Kunshier and carried with Ethan abstaining.  
 
Isanti County Election Equipment Plan: 
 
Councilor Kunshier motioned to approve the Isanti County Election Equipment Plan.  Motion 
seconded by Councilor Ethan and carried unanimously.  
 
Personnel Committee Recommendations: 
 



 

 

First, some of the departments are having trouble with scheduling.  Grafstrom would like all departments 
to be required to schedule through Sling.  The Police Dept already uses it. 
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to require all departments to prepare work schedules in Sling.  Motion 
seconded by Councilor Kunshier and carried unanimously.  
 
Victor Fanth has been doing a great job for the city.  He functions more on his own, takes on additional 
responsibilities, and takes initiative to get jobs done.  The committee recommends we give Fanth a raise 
from $27.05 the top of the Water/Wastewater Specialist Position to $29.27 on the Superintendent scale 
so he has room for advancement.  This accounts for the years of service and knowledge he brings to the 
position as well as the leadership role he has taken.  They are not asking for the title change at this time, 
but it could be done to go with the raise, but this gives him the opportunity for growth within the city. 
 
Councilor Sullivan motioned to give Victor Fanth a raise to $29.27/hour and move him to the 
superintendent’s pay scale effective August 2, 2020.  Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and 
carried unanimously.  
 
LMCIT Liability Waiver: 
 
This needs to be signed every year. I recommend the city does not waive the monetary limits. 
 
Councilor Ethan motioned to approve the LMCIT Liability Waiver not waiving the monetary limits.  
Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and carried unanimously.  
 
There being no further business of the Braham City Council, Councilor Sullivan moved to adjourn the 
meeting of August 13, 2020. Motion seconded by Councilor Knowles and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:56 pm. 
 
 
Prepared by Angela M. Grafstrom 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


