
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE BRAHAM CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2016 

7:00 P.M. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order with the following present: Mayor Patricia Carlson; Council 

Members Wayne Seiberlich, Jeremy Kunshier, and Traci Leaf; and City Administrator Sally 

Hoy.  Council Member Vicky Ethen was absent. 

 

Present in the audience were Julia Parent from the Isanti County News, Lori Zabel from the 

Braham Journal, Isanti County Commissioner Terry Turnquist, Tim Nelson, Kurt Weeda, Alan 

Larson, and Police Chief Robert Knowles. 

 

The meeting was opened with The Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Seiberlich moved, and Leaf seconded to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2016 Regular 

Meeting, May 24, 2016 Public Improvement Hearing, and May 24, 2015 Special Meeting.  

Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Chief Knowles gave the police report. He reported 395 calls for service in May, compared to 379 

in May 2015.  The chief also informed the council that newly hired police officer Chris Bulera 

took a full-time position elsewhere. 

 

 

BANKING TRANSACTIONS & TRANSFERS 

 

Kunshier moved, and Leaf seconded to approve the following banking transactions: 

 

5/11/16  Transferred $200 from Lottery Checking to General Checking to for Home Town  

    Liquor sponsorship of Appreciation Day 

5/12/16  Transferred $100,000 from General Checking to General Savings for operations 

5/12/16  Transferred $10,858 from Lottery Checking to General Checking for reimbursement  

              of Lottery Payouts 

5/17/16  Transferred $15,294.14 from Trail Dedication, $1,736.86 from Park Dedication for  

              High Point Park Playground Equipment 

5/17/16  Transferred $$605.73 from Park Dedication and $3,766.27 from Park Board Savings for 

              Timber Borders for High Point Park Playground Equipment 

5/25/16  Transferred $450 from Lottery Checking to General Checking for Purchase of a Used  

      Upright Wine Cooler 

 

Motion carried 4-0. 

  

ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS – Res. 16D-3 

 

Carlson moved, and Seiberlich seconded to adopt Res. 16D-3 accepting the May 2016 donations.  

Motion carried 4-0. 

 



 

ENGINEERING 

 

There were no engineering items for the meeting. 

 

 

UPDATE ON HIGH POINT PARK 

 

Mayor Carlson updated the council on the High Point Park development.  She noted there will be 

a community build project to install the playground equipment on June 24, 2016, and asked for 

the public to assist in the project. 

 

Bryan Knowles addressed the council. He said that at least ten Eagle Scouts were going to help 

with the playground equipment installation, landscaping, and put in two benches.  He said the 

approximate material costs for the benches were $250, and they were seeking outside donations.  

Leaf moved, and Seiberlich seconded to have the City cover whatever remaining material costs 

for the benches.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

HWY 107/65 INTERSECTION –JAMES MCCARTHY, FEDERAL HIGHWAY 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

James McCarthy, Traffic Operations Engineer for the Federal Highway Administration gave a 

power point presentation to the council about the possible improvement to the Hwy 107/65 

Intersection.  He noted that all 4 fatal crashes at this intersection from 2006-2015 were all near 

side, right-angle crashes.  McCarthy noted that all the fatalities were from drivers pulling out to 

cross the northbound traffic in order to go south on 65.  He introduced the concept for a Reduced 

Conflict Intersection to reduce right angle accidents, noting the RCI would have drivers instead 

flow to the right with the northbound traffic then they would get into a left turn lane to do a U-

turn to head south.  McCarthy presented the statistics for Cologne, MN, noting they had 25 right-

angle crashes from 2003-2011, and zero right-angle crashes from 2013-2015 after the 

intersection was upgraded to a RCI.  He also noted the RCIs are less expensive that 

Roundabouts, allowing for more intersection improvements to be done in the State.  Without 

committing to any timeline because this would have to go on MNDOT’s list of projects, he’d 

guessed if the council was in favor of having the intersection upgraded to a RCI, it could be 3 

years before the project was done.  Discussion took place, and the council thanked him for the 

presentation. 

  

 

MICRO BREWERY – JAY MANKIE 

 

Jay Mankie and Mary Lodin from Manlo Properties, addressed the council regarding starting a 

brewery in the old Black Dog Building on Hwy 107.  It was uncertain at this point whether it 

would be a Micro Brewery or a Brew Pub, but council was in support of a brewery in general, 

without noting approval for any specific licenses at this point.   

 

 

 



BRAHAM SIGN – HORIZONS GROUP 

 

Kurt Weeda and Alan Larson from the Braham Horizons Group addressed the council regarding 

a welcome to Braham sign they have been working on with the State.  He presented a draft to the 

council for the “Visit Friendly Braham” sign to be placed in the ROW at the junction of TH65 

and TH107, and noted that the City would need to be the applicant for the Limited Use Permit 

for the sign placement.  He’d noted they were still getting prices for the sign and seeking 

donations, so they were not ready for the City to submit the LUP application, but wanted to 

update the council on their progress.  The council extended its appreciation for all the work the 

Horizons Group has put into getting the sign to promote Braham.  Weeda noted they would bring 

back another update in the future as this project moves forward. 

 

 

CERTIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF ISANTI COUNTY ELECTION EQUIPMENT PLAN 

 

Carlson moved, and Seiberlich seconded to approve the Isanti County Election Equipment Plan 

with updated election equipment.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

Kunshier moved, and Seiberlich seconded to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 

8:10 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Sally A. Hoy 

City Administrator  


